hﬂckgrmmd: read this stuft before you hcgin

WELCOME TO ROOTWORKS

This quide is my gift o vou to help vou study the Bible, This may not seem like an
gxpensive gift, but the treasures yvou will learn from studying God's Word will be priceless,
I'm theilled that you want o study the Bible! One of my greatest jays s ta see students
reading and =arning from God's Word, Thank you for bringing me joy!

What does RootWorks mean?
I made up the name RootWarks from ane of my favornite passages, [t's Colossians 2:6-7
(MLTY which resds:

And now, JUst s pau accepted Chast Jesus as your Lavd, you must conbinue to hva in abe-
dience to hin Let yeur rocts grow down inka him and draw up nourlshment from
fimn, =0 wou voll grow i faith, strang and vigorous in the truth you were faught, Let your
fves overflow with thanksgiving for all e has done,

Az vou can read from the passage, matunty in ang's relavonship with God requires nourish-
menkt, The imagery in this passage suggests that aur spiritual roots musk grow deep 5o that
vie'll cantinug in aur vital relationshp with God, Ths type of growth reauires putting aur
ROOTS o WORK, Get by

Why do RootWorks? Why not just attend another Bible Study?

The reason 've put this noteboak togetner & because [ want yvou ta learn how to study the
Binle through reading and asking questians, [t would be easy for you to find & weekly Bible
study where vou become comfortable attending and digging inta God's Ward, Chances are,
yau wolld go to Bible study, sit, and listen to somesne €l5e teach, Yhile thes 15 goad, it's
definitely not best for long-term matarity. You nead 1o learn ta study the Bible on your own,
[ want you to develop the habit of studying God's Word,

How long will RootWorks take to finigh?

The answear 1o this questen depends an how much thought vou give 1o answaring the gques-
tions, The questions are nab intended ta be "raced through.” Your goal shouldn't be speed:
it should ke comprehension and persanal application. &s a gensral rule, each lesson should
take thirty ta forty-five minutes

How often should I complete a legsan?

This depends upon you . . upon hew often vou decde ta st down and work thraugh thes
material, The wea would be 1o keep consistent, You don't want to da wo much teo fast ana
get mirmed out or tired, AF the same time, you don't want to answer one questwen a month—
this will break up the continuity and the cohesivensss af the lessan, and vou'll be 35 vears
old vy the time you Anish,




What do I do when I finish all five lessons?

Celzbrate! You will have worked hard to reach this goal, Chances are you'll have some
questions, 1f you're not in & small group ['d love to meat with you for a faw minutes te hear
those questions as well as what you learmed as a result of your study (f you're in a small
aroup, get tagether with your leadac), When you're ready for the next RoatiWorks notebook
l2t me know,

What if I don't know an answer for a specific guestion?

Keap going, Dan't et o discourage yvou, [ wauld be surprsed iF vau didnt have some
questions that "stump” you, Geee of some good thaught and then skap it If you don't know
the ansyeer

What Bible transiation should I use?

You Can wse just about any translation Bible and stll b abte to Agure out the questians,
When | wrote the gquestions | was using the MLV translation, but 've worked the guestions
S0Oyou Can use almast any Bible and make it through. [I prefar the New Living Translatian,
bt | realize mast peaple have the M1V,

If thos translation talk is canfusing, don't warry about it Basically, when the Bible was vinit-
ten 2,000 plus vears ago, of was written (0 (mosty) Hebrew, The Bible you awn has been
tramsiated fram its ariginal language inte English so you can read and wnderstand £ (IF vou
think ecaremics s tough, vew should try Hebrew.) Have you ever noticed that yeu use some
wiords differantly than the ways your parents use those same wards? After a time, words
simply change their meaming; therefare, we have differant translations of the Greek and
Febrew, [magine the change that would happen over 400 vears! That was when the King
lames Version was weitten—and that s why same of the language sounds 50 welrd,

Sheuld I also write in my own Bible during this study?

Yes! | kope you will write notes in the margin of yvour Bible, underline key vaerses, and watch
yaur Bible become a frignd that s walting 1o tell yau mare about God and His desires for
yaur |ife




